
WISER Lawns & 
Landscapes Workshops 
Lead to Water Savings

• Water  Inst itute  Sympos ium

L i s a  S a n d e r s o n ,  R e s i d e n t i a l  H o r t i c u l t u r e  A g e n t
U F / I F A S  E x t e n s i o n  S u m t e r  C o u n t y



Sumter County, FL



The Villages, Florida



The Floridan Aquifer





Turn Off Irrigation and On As Needed



Rain Sensor









WISER Lawns and Landscapes for New 
Residents
• 3rd Tuesday, Two Locations, every month, for years
• 2 hours of 9 Principles of Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM
• Offered to The Village residents 
• Thursday same week – WISER webinar
• Introduces New Residents to environmentally sound practice



Selected Changes in Behavior

• 76% adjusted irrigation run times based on seasonal weather
• 71% checked for broken heads or leaks
• 31% reduced irrigating 3 days to 2 days per week (during the 

growing season)
• 76% set their irrigation on manual and irrigate as needed
• 67% water between 2 am and 7 am 
• 60% minimize fertilizer use in the winter months
• 26% remove fertilizer from hardscapes





Water Savings

• 3.9 Million Gallons of Water
• Could supply 45 households based on 88,000 gallons/year
• A value of $13,742
• $10,357 in water delivery cost based on $2.60/1,000 gallons



Thank you!

• Lisa Sanderson
• Residential Horticulture Agent
• UF/IFAS Extension Sumter County
• lsanderson@ufl.edu
• 352-569-6867
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